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Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge When I originally began the forerunner to this project, my doctoral dissertation, in the Fall of 2005, the idea of writing not only about business' role in American politics but the internal decision-making of businesses seemed foreign to many of the political scientists I proposed it to. If there were any lingering doubts as to the central role of business in American politics, surely events since washed them away. There is perhaps no better time for political science to examine American businesses and the myriad ways in which they engage in politics. That I was fortunate enough to stick to my guns as a newly minted Ph.D. candidate and to pursue the work that eventually resulted in this book is due to the many individuals and institutions below, to whom and which I can only begin to express my gratitude.
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As noted, this book's origins lie in my doctoral dissertation at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and it would have been impossible to complete if not for the guidance of my dissertation committee. John Coleman, Ken Goldstein, Byron Shafer, Holly Skaife, and Graham Wilson are all amazing and accomplished scholars, and together, they formed a wonderful and demanding committee. I owe them all a great deal of thanks for their efforts on this project, and many others I embarked on in the last few years.
Graham Wilson is a pioneer in the study of business and politics, and he opened many doors for me, both academically and professionally. His work inspired my own, and I am honored to have worked with him on this project and several others over the last decade. Similarly, I owe great thanks to John Coleman, who chaired my dissertation committee and served as my advisor for most of graduate school. John provided excellent mentoring, not just when I originally conducted much of this research but as I revised and expanded it into a book. Most importantly, he always encouraged me to pursue the study of business and politics, despite whatever risk it might entail. With this viii www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-02291-1 -Public Forces and Private Politics in American Big Business Timothy Werner Frontmatter More information Acknowledgments ix book, I hope that he and I can definitively conclude that the high-risk, high-reward strategy we formulated seven years ago has paid off.
Several other members of the Wisconsin faculty played important roles in shaping this project and my approach to political science during my time in the program. I would like to thank David Canon, Charles Franklin, Gina Sapiro, Joe Soss, and Susan Webb Yackee for their assistance in designing this research and in providing suggestions as to how I could theoretically couch this work within the broader literature. I am especially indebted to Ken Mayer. Not only was Ken a fantastic boss and teacher, he continues to be a wonderful mentor, colleague, co-author, and friend.
Additionally, this project benefited from the help of faculty at other institutions. In particular, David Coen of University College London, Gregory Lewis of Georgia State University, Michael Munger of Duke University, and David Vogel of the University of California, Berkeley all provided feedback that helped shape this project and sharpen my arguments. I would also like to thank the political science faculties at the University at Albany, SUNY, and the University of Washington for their feedback on research talks based upon this material, as well as my former colleagues across various departments at Grinnell College.
There are many others who helped me acquire data or shared their own. At Wisconsin, I would like to thank Cindy Severt at the Data and Information Services Center and Michael Enyart at the Business School for purchasing or providing access to data sets that were absolutely critical to this project. For sharing their data, I would like to thank Roddrick Colvin of the John Jay College of Law, Samir Luther of the Human Rights Campaign, Donald Patrick Haider-Markel of the University of Kansas, Tim Story of the National Conference of State Legislatures, Andrew Metrick of Yale University, Sean Safford of the University of Chicago, Forrest Briscoe of Pennsylvania State University, Christopher Bosso of Northeastern University, and Clyde Wilcox of Georgetown University. I would also like to thank Catherine Morse of the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor library for helping acquire the contact information for the executives interviewed in this study. These executives deserve great thanks for participating, as the insights and commentary they provided helped validate my arguments. Additionally, the ability to take on such a broad-ranging project was aided www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press I would also like to thank all of those involved in reviewing, editing, and producing this book. Aseem Prakash, the editor of this book series and a leading figure in this field, provided not only the opportunity to give a talk at Washington but also invaluable advice during the revision stage. His influence, as well as that of the three anonymous reviewers who were both demanding and fair in their critiques, can be seen throughout this manuscript. In particular, the advice of these four prompted me to produce a significantly tighter and better-formulated theoretical argument in Chapter 2. At Cambridge University Press, I would like to thank the entire acquisitions and production team for their hard work and quick responses to my queries. In particular, I owe many debts to John Haslam for his patience with me as a first-time book author, as well as his able assistance at every stage in this process.
My family and friends deserve the greatest recongnition. My parents and my siblings all provided endless encouragement throughout graduate school and these first few years as an assistant professor. Many friends also provided key support, and I especially want to thank Ryan Biava, Jimmy Casas Klausen, Jennifer Petersen, and Drew Stathus. Finally, Justin Glasgow deserves greater thanks than I could ever articulate, as even though he completed his doctoral thesis during the writing of this book, he always found the time to read over my work. His love and patience made finishing this book possible, and I dedicate it to him.
